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Its really Project Gobbledegook 


♦w^ ASHINGT0N — It is possible, although not likely. 
rrSt w ho speaks English could exp lain i 

De ™p cra 9' , r Ronald Reagan’s murky and! 
expensive scheme for promoting the “infrastructure 
of democracy” around the world. 

UfJ fi«t language of Charles Z. Wick, director" 
° f ,~f pS- Information Agency, who would run it, is 
gobbledegook. The foggy, foggy dew of his Drose; 
abou what “PD” is ISd isnThas left toesSX 
•foreign Relations Committee as confused and susni- 
cious as when he began. * y 

“t should like to apologize for any ambiguities that/ 
b*®} introduced here,” he said after several 
particularly befuddling passages about “coordinating 
the information and sensitivities ... to Implement 
various communications and approaches to assist the* 
infrastructure of the legal, business and religious 
communities,” _ 

Hie members were friendly to Wick, who is u- 
•P»son of obvious good will and good nature, but' 
school was out when he wheeled out some huge! 
organizational charts that Sen. Chris Dodd ID ! 
Conn.] said “made Rube Goldberg lode like a conx 
puter chip. They were supposed to lay to rest- 
widespread fears that the $65 million budgeted fori 
Uie program will be used for the promotion of what 

M “»- 1 •***«,. 

One chart headed "National Security Decision 
Directive on Public Diplomacy” seemed particularly 1 
ominous. It showed an “International Political Com- 
“ittee. which sounded as if its chairman would bei 
d^«;ted^ r0 P 0V ~ a S ainst whom the whole effort is! 


Mary McGrory 


.“In God’s name,” said the usually long-suffering! 
^ l ^^^, < r harles Perc y m.3, “who is really: 

^“Frankly,” said Wick witli becoming humility, 
r ff nf 8 c ?^ us *°? I* 1 the government ... .• 

Perhaps I should not have brought those charts with 
me. He insisted the charts had nothing to do with' 
Project Democracy. 

^^ d ,P2 inted out that right under “International 
IMSl £? mmittee >” “ the lower left-hand corner, 
Project Democracy” appeared. 

"Wick said, “You will have to forgive me, I didn’t 
know you were listening so caref ully .-” 

‘‘I wasn’t,” said Dodd. “I was looking.” 

: Wick obligingly referred thereafter to the charts asf 
Rube Goldberg maps.” He also said he didn’t think 
sonfe of the projects fijjould be funded “in £fae way Ij 


have seen,” and of one that it would “illustrate an d 
flesh out what the symbolism is.” 

Tsongas took Wide on a tour of the minefields be 
must tread. He asked if the Central Intelligence 
J® still involved” in the program w fr k 
araired him that “they will never be firvolved” — 

s. 

StogS? ** •» j<» •»* »» r j 

^Wgas also asked about a U5IA grant of $190 000 i 
to Ernest Lefever, the hard-right cOTeSratiwsSo. 
was Reagan's doomed choice as director of our 
^^.'^P^-Wlck said that S iSeSS- 
would have been “reverse McCarthyism/vHe none-- 
tteless, on reading about it in the paper asked the 
Of««lAccou^ Office to i£Sa® 
ffie probe will evolve into nothing more than a 
dispute about judgment” 7^ “ 

, "I don’t bdieye,” Wick added, although nobody' 

M S ^^i*T 5 !. Kas8 ^ ,aui ? [R *> Kan-I said that a trip! 
to Africa had convinced her that the nat ives need: 
5®*^. ® are aud basic education more than tbe 
E&Vglishlessons Project Democracy will offer 
Sen. Chiles McC. Mathias [R., Md.J said the best, 

cularly. successful Fulbrikht ScbolaSC, *Chfch! 
have yielded the matchless political dividend of a 

. Wick agreed with tbe senators about the imoor- 
rsuw ff , ^u^honal exchanges. The father of toe 
Fulbrigbts, former Sen. William Fulbright, was invi- 
toe stand, to totally intelliga^’tSrte : 
wwned that foreign governments now contributing to 

Srt^SSnc 01 rat d °uaUons^ ffkbSn 
™ ^ U.S. propaganda camp aign 

rW? offer of a shredder for his 5' i 

^l^fn De “® crac ?« unless soineone can 

explain it better, seems beaded in that direction. 
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